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The NEHA 2015 AEC … 
So Much More 
Than a Conference!

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Spring is almost here and summer is 
quickly approaching. Thoughts of a 
vacation begin to emerge like going to 

the beach, camping in a national park, Chey-
enne Frontier Days Rodeo, and numerous 
other exciting locations for a great summer 
vacation. My summer for many years has 
included NEHA’s Annual Educational Confer-
ence (AEC) & Exhibition. This year we will 
be attending the AEC in Orlando, Florida, at 
the Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld. 

The decision to have the conference in 
Orlando was an easy one to make as most, if 
not a large majority of us, have been to one or 
more of the amusement parks located in the 
area. The area has an abundance of entertain-
ment, food establishments, and recreational 
activities for the whole family. NEHA mem-
bers are our family and we want to meet and 
get to know their spouses and kids. Hopefully 
many of the kids will become environmental 
health majors when they go to college (we are 
always recruiting to ensure the continuation 
of our profession). Our attendees can bring 
their spouses or the entire family as part of 
their summer vacation. The last time we went 
to Florida for an AEC was 1993 and it was 
very well attended by our membership and 
their families. 

This year our theme is “Imagine the New 
NEHA: Tools for Success Today and Mak-
ing a Difference for Tomorrow.” Our AEC 
is the meeting location for environmental 
health training, education, networking, and 
advancement. It is the event environmen-
tal health professionals attend to acquire 
practical and real-world information and 

expertise. Attendance at the AEC can enable 
you to obtain up to 24 hours of continuing 
education contact hours, which is enough to 
meet your full two years of NEHA profes-
sional credential requirements. In addition 
to our many technical sessions during the 
three-day event, we are offering preconfer-
ence refresher courses for NEHA’s Registered 
Environmental Health Specialist/Registered 
Sanitarian (REHS/RS), Certified Profes-
sional-Food Safety (CP-FS), and Certifi ed in 
Comprehensive Food Safety (CCFS) creden-
tials and will administer credentialing exams 
in each of these. A retail level course and 
certifi cation in hazard analysis and critical 
control points (HACCP) will also be offered 
prior to the 2015 AEC. This is an excellent 
opportunity to obtain valuable training and 
receive credentials in one or more of these 
subject areas. 

I decided to do my column this month 
on the NEHA federation of members and 
their families attending the 2015 AEC as it 

will be a turning point for the organization. 
The 2015 AEC will be a watershed event as 
our new executive director will be heavily 
involved in meeting all of you and ensuring 
the event will be memorable for everyone. 
We are introducing the “New NEHA” at the 
AEC. Some familiar faces will be absent and 
some new faces will be familiar to you as the 
conference progresses. 

NEHA’s experienced AEC planning com-
mittee (Rance Baker, Laura Brister, Barry Por-
ter, Terry Osner, Jill Schnipke, and Clare Sina-
cori) have been working diligently in all the 
numerous aspects of the planning and imple-
mentation to ensure this AEC is as good as or 
better than any before. They are working as 
a team and in a cooperative environment to 
make our dream of a 79th annual conference 
a reality. The planning committee also works 
closely with staff members from NEHA’s 
other departments—credentialing, customer 
service, marketing, research and develop-
ment, the Journal, and the Entrepreneurial 
Zone—to create a cohesive conference that 
represents all the facets NEHA offers.

One of the most involved, expensive, 
time-consuming, and diffi cult tasks we do at 
NEHA is our annual conference. Planning, 
logistics, location, negotiation, and every 
other aspect of delivering to our members an 
event worthy of its name begin years before it 
is reality and our members arrive for the con-
ference. Selection of a location is paramount 
to how we develop, plan, evaluate, negotiate, 
and eventually evolve the AEC. 

We selected the 2017 site, which is 2.5 
years away from fruition, at our winter board 

I look forward to 
seeing and talking 

with you in Orlando 
as we begin a new 

era at NEHA
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of directors’ meeting. We do not even finish
the current AEC before we have staff working
on the next AEC. It is only with the dedication
and hard work of the NEHA staff that we are
able to host this wonderful event each year.

I sincerely hope each and every NEHA
member is able to attend the AEC this year
and be introduced to the new face of the
organization. I understand, however, cir-
cumstances beyond control will not allow
everyone to attend, so I would encourage
every member of NEHA, whether you plan to
attend the AEC or not, to please e-mail one or

more of the staff listed above to thank them
for their hard work in this endeavor (NEHA
staff e-mail addresses can be found on page
59). We as members seldom show our appre-
ciation to those who keep our organiza-
tion performing as we expect and in many
instances demand. I know I am very grateful
for all the hard work of the NEHA staff and
would like to thank each and every one of
them personally, especially for all their assis-
tance since my becoming NEHA president. I
look forward to seeing and talking with you
in Orlando as we begin a new era at NEHA.

Just a short note to give you an update on
the NEHA executive director search: I want
you to know we are working diligently to hire
our new executive director, whom we hope to
have in place in April. Your e-mails, calls, and
suggestions have given the board of directors
and me some very good ideas. We are con-
tinually mindful of NEHA being your orga-
nization and we are your stewards for a short
period of time.

New Choices for 2015!
NEHA’s new membership categories gives every professional affordable options to belong and an opportunity to grow.  

Choose the NEHA membership that is right for you, your career, and your commitment to the environmental health profession.

Visit neha.org/member/join.html 
for details on the  

New Membership Options!

Journal of Environmental Health Delivery 
Select E-Journal  or both  

E-Journal and hard copy delivery options.

Multi-Year Memberships
Choose between one, two, and three-year 

membership options and receive discounts 
based on your commitment.

neha.org/member/join.html

MY NEHA

?
Remember, you can now register online for the NEHA 2015 AEC in Orlando, 

Florida. On our Web site you can select full conference registration as your all 

access pass to the 2015 AEC, or you can pick and choose the daily sessions and 

events that are right for you. Be sure to complete your online registration before 

May 29 to take advantage of our early bird pricing. 

Did You 
Know?
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