
  
 

 
April 18, 2011 

 

The Honorable Senator John Sterling Howe 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  

Capitol Building, Room 323  

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1606  

 

 Issue: HF 637 2010, SF 477 2010 - Position: Opposed. 

 

Dear Senator Howe: 

 

The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) is a professional association of nearly 5,000 

Environmental Health Professionals worldwide.  This letter is to convey our alarm and opposition to the 

initiatives named above, wherein Minnesota would intend to remove licensure requirements from 

nonprofit kitchens, youth camps, and fraternal organizations.  A position paper from our Minnesota 

affiliate, the Minnesota Environmental Health Association, is attached where many of the good reasons 

for defeating this initiative are outlined. 

 

Encompassed in NEHA’s mission is to minimize the number of people affected by tainted and adulterated 

food.  This is done through maintenance of credentials for professionals in the field, including food 

handlers and managers, as well as environmental health practitioners. Each of these credentials requires 

proof of knowledge and competence in the science of handling and preparing food.  The lack of 

knowledge and experience in food handling directly leads to increased food borne illness cases. The 

kitchens exempted from licensure and inspections in the proposed legislation are precisely the locations 

where inexperienced and untrained personnel prepare food.  As such, it is even more important that they 

operate in approved facilities where equipment design, physical plant, and knowledge of food protection 

makes it more likely that mistakes will not lead to illness.  Inspection also is the event whereby education 

is delivered to the occupants of these kitchens.  It is also important to note that the populations being 

served out of these kitchens and camps are the most vulnerable, those being the youth and the elderly of 

our country. One other negative and unforeseen outcome of well-intentioned legislation to reduce 

regulation is the encouragement of unscrupulous operators to use catering kitchens which are exempt 

from inspection.  This will not only give them an economic advantage, but will allow known bad actors to 

avoid the complications of licensure and passing a health inspection. 

 

The above-captioned proposed legislation could expose Minnesotans to more illnesses, more lost 

productivity, and increased hospitalizations. The National Environmental Health Association respectfully 

urges reconsideration on these bills that leaves the present regulatory framework in place. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 
Keith L. Krinn, RS, MA, DAAS, CPHA 

President 


