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There is nothing quite like the taste of 
a fresh Georgia peach. The fragrance 
and fl avor have a way of clinging to 

you long after the fruit is devoured. This last-
ing impression is also true for Georgia’s in-
fl uence on environmental practice and public 
health. This refl ection is particularly relevant 
for February 2017 when I represented your 
interests at two Atlanta-based conferences 
and a reverse site visit to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Allow me the privilege to provide you with 
a quick review of the key outcomes of my 
Georgia adventures, beginning with the most 
nationally visible event—the Climate and 
Health Summit sponsored by Al Gore. The 
1-day program attracted national attention in 
large measure because Gore stepped in (and 
up) to host the Climate and Health Summit. 

The Carter Center provided an appropri-
ate venue for the conference, punctuated by 
an appearance and brief remarks from Jimmy 
Carter. But the star of the show was Gore, 
who provided the audience with a compel-
ling rationale for convening the conference. 
The “who’s who” of the climate research world 
presented scientifi c fi ndings about the disturb-
ing changes to our planet, the implications for 
our health and food supply, and the possible 
paths forward to address what is increasingly 
becoming a concern of global proportions. 

While I was very pleased to represent you 
at the conference, I had heard most of the 
presentations at prior events and there was 
precious little in the way of new or emerg-
ing science presented. What was different, 
however, was the collective show of force 

from the allied health professions. The con-
ference was widely covered in the national 
press, which demonstrated what we in the 
health sector can achieve if we search for 
areas to collaborate.

 Ironically, it was the last speaker who 
made the entire day worthwhile. The pre-
senter was once employed by a conservative 
think tank, but had since joined the folds of 
those who are alarmed by the implications of 
growing environmental change. He encour-
aged the audience to stop talking to people 
who agree with the public health community 
and to increase efforts to engage the con-
servative political elite who are undecided 
about the implications of climate and health. 
He described what he perceived as effective 
approaches and strategies that might compel 
moderate political leaders. He went on to 
emphasize that we should not overstate the 
certainty of our science and importantly, how 

to frame our health messages in the context 
of risk management. 

Shortly after the Climate and Health Sum-
mit, our Government Affairs Director Joanne 
Zurcher and I completed targeted appoint-
ments with pubic health offi cials on the CDC 
Roybal campus. We met individually with 
CDC Acting Director Dr. Anne Schuchat; 
Dr. Stephen Redd, director of the Offi ce of 
Public Health Preparedness and Response; 
and the leadership of the National Center for 
Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases 
(NCEZID). 

The appointments with Drs. Schuchat and 
Redd were impressive in that both profes-
sionals were attentive and inquisitive about 
how the environmental health profession cre-
ates and delivers value for the health enter-
prise. Both seemed genuinely surprised at the 
notion that we are the single largest and most 
geographically distributed segment of the 
public health workforce. Dr. Redd took note 
that in some places, especially in rural and 
frontier areas of the country, environmental 
health is the local health department. The 
importance of this realization is highlighted 
in the combat of Zika in the U.S.

The meeting with NCEZID leadership was 
followed by a center-wide “Value of Work-
ing With NEHA” seminar delivered by yours 
truly. I highlighted the critical role environ-
mental health professionals play in protect-
ing the American public against waterborne 
and foodborne diseases, and our profession’s 
vital role in emerging infectious and vec-
torborne diseases. I received a question at 
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The message 
is clear: sustained 

fi nancial investment 
in vector control 

programs is 
a strategic 

national priority.
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JULY 10–13, 2017  
Annual Educational Conference  
& Exhibition

Don’t Miss the Great Restaurant Grading Debate 
Is restaurant grading an effective practice or are we misleading ourselves and the 
public? Listen to the pros and cons of restaurant grading as Terri Williams, Director of 
Environmental Health for Los Angeles County, and Mick Miklos, Senior Manager at 
the National Restaurant Association, face-off to discuss this controversial issue.

Join an Interactive Panel Discussion on 
New Challenges and Responsibilities 
Facing Water Quality
Contaminants, climate change, and aging infrastructure 
have had a great impact on water quality in the U.S. Many 
health departments are facing new challenges and taking 
on new responsibilities to protect our water supplies. This 
interactive panel discussion will 

focus on the increasing role of environmental health in 
keeping our water safe. 

Learn How to Build Local Solutions in 
Climate Change
The Climate and Health Track will embody the AEC theme—
Local Solutions. National Influence.—by featuring Michigan’s 
success in building community partnerships and using local 
data to adapt to the effects of climate change. This session and others will demonstrate 
tools and resources for attendees to utilize in their own communities and provide steps 
to build resilience. CDC will present on how to communicate to policymakers and 
continue the discussion from the 2016 AEC.

Choose From Over 25 Hours of Food 
Safety Content
Participate in multiple educational lecture sessions, learning 
labs, and panel discussions on food safety and defense 
issues including food fraud, allergen labeling, breakthrough 
technology for the seafood industry, achieving conformance 
with FDA’s Voluntary National Retail Food Regulatory 
Program Standards, emerging issues with wild foraged 

mushrooms, and a wide variety of many more food safety topics. 

Local Solutions. National Influence.

2017AEC
National Environmental Health Association
Annual Educational Conference
Grand Rapids  •  Michigan  •  July 10-13, 2017

81st

Register and find details on sessions and events at neha.org/aec.

Build Your Personal Agenda 
From 25 Environmental  
Health (EH) Disciplines 
Conveniently Aligned in 11 
Easy to Follow Tracks
1)     Water  

• Onsite Wastewater  
• Recreational Water  
• Water Quality 

2)     Air  
• Air Quality 

3)    Food  
• Food Safety & Defense 

4)     Informatics   
• EH Tracking & Informatics  
• Technology & EH

5)     Built Environments  
• EH Health Impact Assessment  
• Healthy Homes & Communities  
• Land Use Planning & Design  
• Schools & Institutions 

6)     Emergency Preparedness  
•  Emergency Preparedness & Response 

7)     General Environmental 
Health  
• Emerging EH Issues  
• Hazardous & Toxic Materials  
• General EH  
• Solid Waste  
• Sustainability  
• International EH 

8)     Special Populations  
• Children’s EH  
• Environmental Justice 
• Uniformed Services 

9)     Workforce and Leadership  
• Leadership & Management 

10)  Climate and Health 
• Climate Change 

11)  Infectious and Vector  
Borne Diseases  
• Pathogens & Outbreaks  
• Vector Control & Zoonotic Diseases 

Start planning the sessions you want to attend at the NEHA 
2017 AEC! We will once again be using our AEC meeting app 
rather than a printed program for session information. Be sure to 
register today so you can access the app and plan ahead. Here are 
just some of the AEC session highlights:

UL Event: Tuesday, July 11
Be sure to purchase your tickets in advance to 
attend this fun night at the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum! Visit neha.org/aec/events. 

Photos courtesy of Experience Grand Rapids.
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the end of the seminar on how NEHA and 
CDC can partner more effectively. My 
response refl ected the notion that throwing 
small amounts of money across the public 
health world in support of environmental 
health was reinforcing the balkanization of 
the profession. It is time to fund NEHA as the 
single, most effective partner that can reach 
and build the capacity of both the public and 
private environmental health sector.

The 2-day CDC Zika summit was thought 
provoking. The conference was invitation 
only and was convened adjacent to CDC’s 
Emergency Operations Center. Speakers rep-
resenting the pest control industry, U.S. and 
foreign public health offi cials, researchers, 
and funders such as the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation delivered a wide range of presen-
tations aimed at reducing Zika risk in the U.S. 

The Zika situation in the U.S. is complex. 
An estimated 5,000 cases have been reported, 

with 221 transmitted locally, primarily in 
Texas and Florida. The vector, the Aedes
mosquito, is profoundly local. It loves to 
breed in very small vessels of water, making 
efforts to control breeding sites very diffi cult. 
Many innovative approaches to track, target, 
and act on juvenile and adult mosquitoes 
are under consideration. These approaches 

include the deployment of genetically modi-
fi ed sterile males, aerial spraying, and basic, 
good old fashion housekeeping measures that 
reduce breeding sites. 

The resounding implications are that Zika 
is likely here to stay in the U.S. Thus, the 
message is clear: sustained fi nancial invest-
ment in vector control programs is a strate-
gic national priority. At this conference and 
in other venues, I have repeatedly advocated 
for the environmental health workforce and 
its valuable role in minimizing the risk asso-
ciated with vectors. Who better to work on 
Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 
or chikungunya? 

All public health roads lead to Atlanta. Our 
commitment is to show up and speak up on 
behalf of you and the entire profession. Feb-
ruary 2017 was a busy month indeed! 
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David Dyjack with CDC Acting Director Anne 
Schuchat. Photo courtesy of David Dyjack.

?
For the fi rst time in its 80-year history, NEHA has released an Annual 
Report for fi scal year 2016. The progressive and interactive format of the 
Annual Report allows readers to view videos and click on links that take 
them directly to online content for a richer, in-depth experience. View the 
Annual Report at http://neha.org/sites/default/fi les/fl ipping_book/annual-
report-2016/index.html. 

Did You 
Know?

CP-FS/CCFS

Join the growing ranks of professionals 
who have attained NEHA’s most in-
demand credentials in food safety. 
Whether your focus is retail foodservice 
or food manufacturing and processing, 
NEHA’s Certifi ed Professional—Food Safety 

(CP-FS) and Certifi ed in Comprehensive Food Safety (CCFS) 
credentials demonstrate you went the extra mile to get 
specialized knowledge and training in food safety. Give 
yourself the edge that is quickly being recognized, required, 
and rewarded in the food industry. 

Learn more at neha.org/professional-development/credentials.

A credential today can improve all your tomorrows.
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